
How to Effectively 
Appeal Your Property 
Tax Assessment

Dear Property Owner:

Do you think your property tax assessment is incorrect? If so, you may appeal the assessment. 

First, a few reminders may be helpful . The term “taxable value” was introduced in 1995. It is the value used to
calculate your property taxes. Annual growth in taxable value is capped at the rate of inflation, or 5 percent,
whichever is less. The State Equalized Valuation (SEV) must still reflect 50 percent of the property’s true cash
value and may increase by more than the rate of inflation or 5 percent in any particular tax year. It is important
to remember that your property taxes are no longer based on the SEV.

If, despite this information, you believe your assessment is in error, you may appeal to your local Board of Review
and, if necessary, the Michigan Tax Tribunal. I have included the names and telephone numbers of assessors in the
33rd District for your convenience.

The appeals process costs you nothing but time, and no attorney is necessary. The attached step-by-step guide,
along with your willingness to explore all the possibilities, may help you obtain a favorable adjustment.

Sincerely,

Judy K. Emmons, State Senator
33rd District 
Clinton, Ionia, Isabella & Montcalm
senjemmons@senate.michigan.gov 
www.SenatorJudyEmmons.com  

from State Senator

Judy K. Emmons



STEP 1You may appeal your taxable value and
SEV to the March Board of Review in 2011. 
Go to your local assessor’s office and obtain a
copy of your appraisal card for your property or
visit their website for your assessment information.
Ask the assessing department to explain the 
document. You can also obtain the appraisals of
similar properties which recently sold in the area.
Carefully check the appraisal card for errors.

STEP 2 If your tentative taxable value increased
by more than 1.7% above your 2010 taxable value
and you did not improve your home with 
additions, then your taxable value may exceed the
statutorily mandated assessment cap. Call your
assessor and inquire as to why your taxable value
increased by more than the rate of inflation.

Remember, annual growth in taxable value is
capped at the rate of  inflation or 5%, whichever 
is less, until the property transfers. SEV is not
capped but must reflect 50% of your property’s
true cash value. Taxable value and SEV may be
appealed to the Board of Review.

STEP 3 Frequently, many homes have problems
that are not associated with general aging.
Examples can be cracked foundations, wall 
construction problems, or poor masonry work.
The impact of these problems on the value of the
home should be specifically addressed. It is 
necessary to perform a complete inside 
inspection of your home. Written repair 
estimates and photographs of structural damage
are good evidence of problems that could affect
property value.

STEP 4 Location is the single most important
feature that determines the value of your home.
If you live near a major highway, business, or
industry, your home may be less desirable. 

Obtain copies of citizen complaints about unusual 
noises or neighborhood eyesores. Record factory,
truck, or party noise. These characteristics may 

contribute to a deteriorating value on your home and
you must be able to show this to the Board of Review.

STEP 5 Comparable property assessments are 
one of the most important tools for a property tax
assessment appeal. If comparable properties are
assessed lower than yours, you may argue that your
property is overassessed. Make your comparable
study by requesting the appraisal cards for similar
homes. Check the assessed value, the state equalized
value, taxable value, type of house, and zoning.

You may wish to have your home professionally
appraised. A professional appraisal is the best 
evidence against an improper assessment and the 
best proof of value.

STEP 6One of the most common mistakes home
buyers can make is failing to inform the assessor of
personal property and other valuable items which
were included in the sale. Personal property items
often included in a home’s sale price such as 
furniture, kitchen appliances, washer, dryer, etc., 
are exempt from assessment. If you do not inform
your assessor in writing about these items, your 
assessment may erroneously include this value.

STEP 7The last step in the process is to put all
your  information into letter form to present before
your local Board of Review. An example is on the
following page.

STEP 8 If you are not satisfied with the 
decision of your local Board of Review, you may
want to continue your appeal. To do this, you
must send a letter to the Michigan Tax Tribunal
(P.O. Box 30232, Lansing, MI 48909) and file an
appeal before July 31.

How to

Effectively Appeal Your 
Property Tax Assessment

You must appeal to the local Board

of Review before you can appeal to

the Michigan Tax Tribunal.



S T R A T E G Y

SAMPLE APPEAL LETTER

Date

Name, Address, Telephone

To the Board of Review/Tax Tribunal:

I wish to appeal the assessed value of my property for the following reasons:

1.According to my Worksheet/Property Record, I have noted the following discrepancies:

A. I do not have a fireplace as indicated.
Estimated value .............................................................................$3,000

B. I do not have a tile bath as indicated.
Estimated value .............................................................................$2,000

C. According to my worksheet, I have 1,500 square feet of living space. I have 1,000 square feet.
Reduced value................................................................................$11,535

This amount should be deducted from true cash value....................$16,535

2. I have noted the following structural defects on my property. They reduce the value of the property by
the following amounts:

A. Cracked foundation .....................................................................$6,335
B. Cracked exterior wall .................................................................$3,665
This amount should be deducted from true cash value...................$10,000

3. I live in an area that has mixed zoning and next door there is a new junkyard which emits loud noises
and noxious odors. This affects the value of my property. 

I feel my true cash value has been reduced by ................................. $5,000

4.Grand Total, add #1, 2 and 3 above .....................................................$31,535

5. I wish to make the following comparables:

231 Main Street, assessed value___________ 
(List all comparables and ask for an average reduction. Note: add all items you noted as discrepancies, comparable amounts, etc.)

Example:

True Cash Value ........................................................................$100,000
Minus Discrepancy/Grand Total....................................................$31,535
New True Cash Value....................................................................$68,465
One Half = Assessed Value (SEV) ....................................................$34,233

NOTE:This sample letter indicates many of the grounds for a reduced assessment. It is very unlikely that an assessment 
could be reduced by nearly one-third, as illustrated here, but every reduction is important.

Bring a  presentation copy for yourself and each of the Board of Review members. Present
your review to the Board. Make your points, show photographs, and stay professional.



CLINTON COUNTY
(Bath) Assessor: Beth Botke
Ph. (517) 641-6728 x112

(DeWitt) Laura L. Tafelsky
Phone: (517) 669-6494

(Watertown) Jeff MacKenzie
(Tuesday/Thursday/Friday only)
(517) 626-6593 ext. #210

(Eagle) Randy Jewell
(517) 541-1555

(Victor) Warren Malkin
(517)651-2094 

**(Greenbush, Olive, Riley,
Westphalia) Gail Watkins
(989) 224-0991

(Bingham) Peter Preston 
(989) 640-6140

**(Ovid) Yvonne Green 
(517) 285-4080

**(Bengal, Dallas, Essex, Lebanon)
Greg Ambrustmacher
(989) 593-3279

**(Duplain) Kam Washburn 
(989) 862-5565 (home)
(989) 862-4522 (hall)

IONIA COUNTY
(Danby) Stephen Smith
(517) 647-2345 or (517) 331-1857

(Portland, Sebewa) Ann Thompson
(616)642-6291

(Odessa, Ronald, Keene, Ionia, Berlin,
Boston, Campbell) David Klein
(989)593-3116 

(Lyons) Randy Jewell 
Charlotte on Monday and Tuesdays
(517) 543-8847

Ionia on Wednesday and Thursday
(616) 527-4170, ext 216

Lyons Twp. Hall Wednesdays 
(989) 855-2016

(Easton, Orange) Dan Bengel
(517) 641- 8900

(Orleans) Marla Platt
(616) 225-8847

(North Plains) Bill Kruger
(989) 855-2369

(Otsico) H. Paul Reeves
(616) 794-2178

MONTCALM COUNTY
(Bloomer, Belvidere, Crystal, 
Evergreen, Pine) Chuck Zemla 
(517) 320-4167 

(Bushnell) Pat Rathbun 
(989) 831-4193

(Cato) Vicki Wideman 
(989) 875-4544

(Day) Jim Baker 
(989) 762-5125

(Douglass) James Wideman 
(989) 875-4544

(Eureka) Linda Miller 
(616 )754-0189

(Fairplain) Brent A. Bozley 
(231)250-4240

(Ferris) Brian Stratton 
(989) 762-5489

(Home) Beverly Stedman 
(989) 427-3092

(Maple Valley) Michael Beach 
(231) 354-6774

(Montcalm) Chuck Zemla 
(616) 754-5133

(Pierson) Tom Doane 
(616) 636-8570

(Reynolds) Beverly Stedman 
(231) 937.4992

(Richland) Dennis Wright 
(989) 268-5701

(Sidney) Debra Rashid
(989)328-3535

(Winfield) Jerrilynn Strong 
(989) 382-5452

ISABELLA COUNTY
(Coldwater) John Kopacz and 
Russell Siler
(517) 279-9388 (General)

(Gilmore) Brenda Beach
(231) 972-4128

(Vernon) Mary Kay Maas 
(989) 828-5322

(Wise) Frank Gentz
(989) 389-0832

(Denver)  Denise Hall 
Phone: (989) 644-3413

(Isabella) Robert Hovey
(989) 433-2217

(Nottawa) James Faber
(989) 644- 2661

(Sherman) Bradley Beach 
(989) 644- 6911

(Broomfield) William D. Griffin
(248)433-7710

(Deerfield) Judy McNatt 
(231) 250-5100

(Union) Pat DePriest 
(989) 772 4600 ext 230

(Coe) Larry Beltinck
(989) 828-6766

(Lincoln) Bill Strouse
(989) 386-3795

(Freemont) Bradley Beach 
(989) 644-6911

(Rolland) Brenda Beach
(989) 644-0289

Judy K. Emmons Senate District 
2011 Assessors’ Contact Information


